Growth of Sudan Communications
channel might perhaps have been reasonably safe by
lighthouses and beacons, the tortuous entrance might
have been improved and straightened by dredging the
coral rock, but nothing could be done to enlarge the
anchorage or to provide adequate quay-space.
Thirty-five miles to the north there was an inlet known
to the natives as Meraa Sheikh Earghut. The coasting
vessels of the Bed Sea used it as a harbour of refuge in
heavy weather ; its entrance was directly opposite to a
wide gap in the barrier reef, the deep-water area was
far larger than that of SuaMn harbour. The Sudan
Government began to consider the possibility of develop-
ing the new site and making it the principal port of the
country. The British Admiralty was consulted, on the
matter and returned a favourable reply ; a joint com-
mission representing the Sudan Government and the
Egyptian Ports and Lights Administration examined the
harbour and its seaward approach and gave it as their
considered opinion that the new harbour had in every
way the advantage over Suakin and was far better fitted
to become the chief seaport of the country.
The first step was to link the new site with the railway,
and by the end of the year 1905 the harbour of Mersa
Sheikh Bargbut, now re-named Port Sudan, was con-
nected by railway with the Nile VaHey and Khartoum.
On January 27th, 1906, the Nile-Bed Sea Bailway was
formally opened by Lord Cromer.
The construction of deep-water quays, warehouses and
the necessary government buildings was begun forthwith.
The erection of the lighthouse on the point of the outer
reef and of leading lights on the shore was put in hand,
and Port Sudan began to develop rapidly into a safe,
commodious and well-equipped port for the trade of the
Sudaxi.
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